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Interactive whiteboards are a technological advance that I believe will continue to revolutionize both teacher lesson plans and learner outcomes for many years to come. As our text so clearly states, “effective e-learning engages learners with the instructional environment in ways that foster the selection, organization, integration, and retrieval of new knowledge.  As we saw in the “Secret Powers of Time” video, this current generation needs instant gratification when it comes to many aspects of their lives including learning. Many of the classic teaching strategies have become antiquated and don’t support the needs of this new, technologically savvy young generation. 
The beauty of the SMART Board is that it accommodates a variety of learning styles. Whether it be the auditory and visual aspects from a video or animated tutorial, or the kinesthetic from having students come to the board and be active participants in a particular lesson, using the SMART Board for practice has virtually unlimited applications. By accommodating so many learning styles, IWB’s make learning more fun and intriguing to students. As a study in Birmingham discovered, students who normally would not choose to work on the computer were choosing to work with the IWB’s. Students of all ages and levels love the interaction with the SMART Boards. In the “boon or bandwagon” article, one of the researchers believed that teenagers may not be as eager to leave their seats than the younger students, but I can speak from experience that older students enjoy volunteering and interacting physically with IWB’s just as much as younger children at the primary level.
Being a math teacher, the best applications IWB’s have to offer are the newer electronic tablets. This equipment allows me to reduce the need to stand in front of the class to manage the lesson, and instead facilitate students in being more independent learners through group work and discovery labs. Since students are taking a more active role in the learning process through these new devices, they can take more ownership in their acquisition of knowledge. As reiterated in a study in Smith’s article, pupils in one classroom reported sharing their work with others in the class helped them to articulate their ideas and give explanations (Smith 2005). The biggest hurdle with these new tablets is finding the funds to buy them. It is my understanding that they are very expensive. I will have to get creative in finding the money to buy them when I eventually get my IWB.
My biggest issue with using the SMART Board for practice lies in finding the time to create lessons that are tailored to the SMART Board. I put a lot of time into my lessons, and since I teach 3 different classes per year, just coming up with a few lessons per unit per class can be daunting. Don’t get me wrong, I love everything any IWB has to offer, but just like the students of this young generation, I want to master the software immediately and understand every little nuance right away. Even though teachers report that planning time should eventually be reduced given the facility of IWB technology to save, share, and re-use lesson materials, it takes a significant amount of time to get to that point (Smith 2005). With the help of the internet, and more IWB’s being installed in classrooms every year, it is my hope that teachers will continue posting their ideas online and sharing them at professional development opportunities so that everyone has a variety of different lessons to work off and present to their own students.
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